
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

May 11, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this eleventh day of 

May, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, 

and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 250 North 

Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and Executive 

Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Johnson gave the Commission an update on the Balloon Festival, that it will be happening 

in June in Salina.  He said they are downsizing some of the activities in only inviting in-state balloonists, 

holding the event in two days instead of three, and not having many of the extended activities.   

 

Commissioner Johnson then discussed the information on the proposed bike trails in the north part of the 

county along the highways and working with UDOT in getting grants to help with those improvements. 

 

Commissioner Brown gave an update on the CoVid-19 status in the Six County area.  He is reporting 

there are still a couple of active cases that are being quarantined, with 5 that have recovered.  He said the 

Health Department are following the policies and procedures set by the State, etc.   

 

Commissioner Ogden then gave an update on the Six County AOG briefing.  He said they are still 

planning on having their activity in the fall with legislators from Washington DC to help educate them 

about land use in the Western States.  He then mentioned that the CIB Board has been asked by several to 

extend some of their loans due to the CoVid-19.   

 

Executive Director Malcom Nash noted that the Special Service District #2 is also looking at their 

revolving loans and whether or not any of them will need extensions due to the CoVid-19.   

 

County Attorney Casey Jewkes reported that the Courts are looking at opening up in June.  Currently, 

they are processing essential cases, and looking at opening up to regular services in June.  

 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash then reviewed with the Commissioners establishing the members of 

the Economic Development Board that was established last meeting.  He submitted a list of individuals 

recommended to serve on the Board, but did not have term limits specified for the individual members.  

He said he would continue working on the list and establishing term limits.  No action was taken at this 

time. 

 

Minutes of the April 27th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the April 27th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for April approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the Payment Approval Report for the month of April.  The report was 

approved on a motion by Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Resolution 2020-5-1 adopted supporting US Constitution: 

Commissioner Ogden then said that several Counties have been discussing the importance of following 

the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of Utah, as well as the Second Amendment.  The 

Commission then reviewed Resolution 2020-5-1 declaring that Sevier County does support the 
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Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Utah.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to adopt Resolution 2020-5-1, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Victims of Crime Advocate Grant application approved: 

The Commission then reviewed The Victims of Crime Advocate Grant application and certified 

assurances that was discussed during the budgeting worksessions last fall.  The Grant spans two years 

with an amount of approximately $539,000.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve 

the VOCA grant as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

New Hire approved: 

Human Resources LeighAnn Wheeler then reported they had advertised for the new full-time deputy 

Attorney.  This would change the position from part-time to full-time replacing the vacant position, and 

recommended Kyra Woods to begin May 11, 2020, at grade 24, at a salary of $53,580 per year.  County 

Attorney Jewkes introduced Ms. Woods to the Commission, said he looked forward to working with her, 

and noted some of her experience.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the new 

hire as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Weed Grant approved and accepted: 

Weed Supervisor Dave Sorensen met with the Commission concerning a grant from the Utah Weed 

Supervisors’ Association in the amount of $10,000 for weed control projects.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson noted that Mr. Sorensen had been working hard on getting the work done and 

getting the grant and moved to approve the grant, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Agreement with Mohave Community College for Clinical Practicum approved: 

EMS Director Mike Willits discussed with the Commissioners an agreement with Mohave Community 

College for Clinical Practicum and/or Internship Educational Experience for a paramedic program that the 

EMT’s could obtain here.  It is an accredited program and would provide an opportunity for the EMT’s to 

get training while serving here.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement 

with Mohave Community College, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Beaver Control Contract renewed: 

Road Superintendent Bob Watts then reviewed with the Commissioners an agreement between Sevier 

County and Bob Tanner to continue to remove the beavers along the Sevier River starting west of the 

Sevier County Boundary Line.  This is a renewal of the contract, and Mr. Watts noted that Mr. Tanner 

had been doing a great job this last year and recommended its renewal through May 2021.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the agreement, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Agreement with Utah Department of Natural Resources approved: 

The Commission then reviewed an agreement between the Department of Natural Resources, State of 

Utah and The County to provide hazardous fuels mitigation equipment.  The agreement outlines the 

available use and procedures for using the equipment.  After review and discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to ratify the agreement, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Resolution 2020-5-2 adopted making changes to the County Policies and Procedures: 

Human Resources LeighAnn Wheeler then met with the Commission concerning a change in the Utah 

Retirement Program in the Tier 2 Public Safety Program.  She said the costs of the program are increasing 

for the county and the employees.  Currently, the County Tier 2 is a set amount.  July 1st there will be an 

increase of 2% required to be paid by the County and an additional 2.7% paid by the employees.  Ms. 
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Wheeler recommended that the County change our procedure and policy as we currently match up to 5% 

into a 401K policy, and change  the policy to convert or change the 5% match to a lower amount to allow 

the County to cover the increased cost to the County and pick up the employee portion up to 3% of the 

Public Safety Retirement with URS.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to adopt Resolution 

2020-5-2, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Ms. Wheeler then discussed making changes to section 10A of the Employee Benefits Policy to make our 

policies conform to the change just adopted in Resolution 2020-5-2.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Brown moved to amend section 10A-Employee Benefits of the Sevier County Personnel Policies and 

Procedures as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of items to be declared surplus.  After review and discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to declare the items surplus and authorize their disposal as indicated, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Personal Property refunds approved: 

Assessor Amy Garren-Clark then met with the Commission recommending a refund of personal property 

taxes of $103.64 to CSC Foods Inc. as there was an error or miscalculation on their percent good rate, and 

a refund of $119.56 to Pitman Farms also due to an error or miscalculation on their percent good rate.  

After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the personal property refunds as 

recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.   

    

 

 

 

 


